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To Gilbert Elliot and Margaret Scott were born six
sons; all of whom, whether less illiterate than their
c forbears' we cannot say, were men of action.

The elder sons can hardly have emerged from boy-
hood when the first act opened of the Civil war, and
the army of Leslie marched to the Border (1638). Yet
in 1641 William, eldest son of Stobs, sat in the Great
Parliament as commissioner for Roxburghshire. In the
years following, when forces were raised by Parliament
for putting the kingdom into a position of defence, he and
his brother GKlbert were nominated among the colonels
of horse and foot for the county of Roxburghshire. Four
sons of Stobs served on the committees of war for the
counties of Roxburgh shire and Selkirkshire. At a later
period, when the growing strength of the Independents
alarmed and offended the more moderate Presbyterians,
leading many of them, as is well known, to favour the
Royalist cause, among those who disliked to be c violently
subjected' by fanatics no less than by Princes, were
(ravin. Elliot, third son of Stobs, and his nephew Gilbert,
son of the eldest brother, William.1

The younger man was knighted on the field of Largo
Sands by Charles IL in 1651, and created a baronet in
1666; and the sufferings of Gravin Elliot in the Royalist
cause (in 1645 and 1646) were assigned as reasons in
after years for the rescinding of an Act of Forfeiture
subsequently incurred by his son Grilbert Elliot, the first
baronet of Minto.

1 William Elliot of Stobs, eldest son of Gibbie wi' the gowden
garters, married a daughter of Lord Cranstoun of Crailing; chief of an
old Border family that bore the significant motto: * Thon shalt want ere
I want.'